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World Team Championship/Olympiad 2006 

Tournois Président Abdoulaye Wade

The FMJD is happy to announce officially that the next world team championship draughts will be held in 

Dakar, Senegal

11 – 23 December 2006

Arrival date 11 December, departure date 23 December; opening and 1st round: 12 December, last round and closing 22 December 2006. 

The tournament will be played under the aegis of President Abdoulaye Wade, president of Senegal and be named after him.  

The tournament will be played in Hotel Indépendence and Hotel La Savane, both four star hotels. The first is in the central square of Dakar, the second at a 10 minutes walk at the ocean front (with an Olympic size swimming pool!). All players will be housed at these hotels, and the competition will also take place in the same hotels. 

Each country can delegate one team of three (3) players plus a captain. They will be fully hosted by the organisation. Any official delegation accompanying the team will be hosted as well, if they announce their arrival in time.

Countries have to indicate their intention to attend before 1 October 2006 to the FMJD office. All countries have to be free of debt at the start of the competition. 

The participation fee is € 90,= per player, for each team. 

Please find attached some information on Dakar

Johan Bastiaannet, GMI/GMIP

FMJD office

Information on Dakar

Transport to Dakar: The cheapest option at this moment is TAP (Portugal) for €420,= round trip. The CAJD will try to arrange additional reductions as group tariff.

Visa: Countries of the EU and African countries do not need a visa for Senegal. Other countries have to consult the Senegalese embassies. For players arrive without visa, entry into Senegal will be arranged at the airport, but do try to get a regular visa (or bring proof of your efforts)

Vaccinations and health: Senegal requires vaccination against yellow fever. These vaccinations are valid for a period of 10 years. 

Malaria prophylaxis is recommended; excellent products (e.g. Malarone) are available nowadays, which give a full protection against malaria without secondary effects.

As the tournament is played in Dakar, no other vaccinations are needed. If you plan to visit the country, then a hepatitis vaccination might be in order.

Currency: Like most of West Africa, the currency is the CFA, which has a fixed rate to the Euro: 1 Euro = 650 cfa. Euros can be changed anywhere in the city without cost.

Characteristics of Dakar/Senegal

Dakar is one of the most cosmopolitan cities of Africa, with a very mixed population. Many large minorities have found a home among the Senegalese population of the metropolis, such as Europeans, Lebanese, Chinese and others. 

The city is located on peninsula in the Atlantic ocean, and its climate is very moderate. The temperature in December is around 23º C., with a cool breeze almost permanently. It is a colourful city with a very hospitable population and safe for any visitor, though pickpockets might be active. 

One tourist highlight is the island of Gorée, the former slave station in the Atlantic slave trade. Its spectacular architecture and history have made it into a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site. During the tournament we shall pay a visit to Gorée. 

St Louis, in the North, also has the same status, and is well worth a visit for those who want to extend their stay. The same holds for the Casamance region in the South.

Politics: Senegal has one of the oldest and longstanding democracies in Africa, with a political stability and sophistication that is a model for many other African countries. The present President of the Republic, his excellence Abdoulaye Wade, is in office since 2000, after peaceful and exemplary elections. The tournament has his special attention and is proud to carry his name. 

Draughts in Dakar
Our game is played everywhere in the city. It is estimated that Dakar is the strongest draughts city in the world, with scores of good players in any ward of the metropolis. Draughts is very popular and has a huge reputation in the country. The major draughts players of the world are sports heroes in Dakar, well known to the large public. And of course, everyone knows about football as well…

Dr. W.E.A. van Beek

Acting President African Draughts Confederation

Vice-President FMJD
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